VANIER COLLEGIATE
A Guide to Scholarships, Awards and Bursaries
(Resources:  www.scholarshipscanada.ca)

1. Know Yourself:  

It is important to know what your strengths are.  The majority of scholarships are still based on grades, but many look for other attributes in students as well. 

2. Know What Resources You Are:
You should start your search for scholarships, close to home. Use the guidance center and scholarships workshops.

· Does the company or organization you or your parents work for offer any scholarships? (ex: Wal-Mart, Safeway)

· Do you or your parents belong to a union or an employee organization?  

· Are you or any members of family veterans or children of veterans?  Do they belong to a lodge or a club that has a scholarship for members or children of members?
· Look into the activities you are involved with.  Make a list of possible sources of money to go after, like work or a club.

· Vanier has specific awards and scholarships that can be applied to by completing the Vanier Scholarship form.

3. Statistics

In 2004 scholarhshipscanada.com posted 7,363 individual entrance (first time going into university) scholarships.  Below is a break down of these scholarships:
· 17 required some kind of agricultural involvement;

· 262 that require athletic involvement;

· 631 that require some sort of extracurricular activity;

· 615 that require some sort of leadership role;

· 1115 that require school or community service;

· 80 that require the student to have a general disability;

4. Preparatory Work
Start looking now!  Not to apply, necessarily, but to see what’s out there in the way of scholarships, grants, and bursaries.  Pay attention to DEADLINES and REQUIREMENTS.  Ex:  It is better to know about an essay that’s required for a scholarship nine months before it’s due rather than finding out about it a week before.
· Collect three letters of reference from different sources.  Provide them with a resume; provide them with plenty of notice.  

· Remember to choose people who know the wonder and greatness of you!
· Prepare an autobiography that included all of you r achievement, interests and goals.  Save it in a work document so that you may change it or update it as required.
· Research all of the possible scholarships you are eligible for and create a list.

· Locate application form.  You may need to send a letter to the organization requesting more information.  See Ms. Lapointe for more information on letter writing.

5. Types of Scholarships and Terminology
Two Categories:      Automatic Consideration and Need to Apply

· Awards:
given in recognition of outstanding achievement (ex: 

books, certificates, plaques)
· Bursaries:
awarded primarily based on financial need, but academic 




achievement is also considered.  

· Scholarships:  A non-repayable sum of money awarded to a student to

help finance further education.  Based on merit in areas ranging from academic achievement to athletics.  Not usually based on financial need.
· See the attached sheet, labeled Glossary.
6. Who Offers Scholarships
Everyone from schools, companies, charities, and governments to private individuals.  

EX:  Aboriginal Nurses Association of Canada, Alexander G. Bell, Association for the Deaf, Automotive Industries Association of Canada.
7. How do you get a scholarship?
· Apply and put in the time. It is that simples.

· Many scholarships go untouched each year.  Once you’ve identified which awards you qualify for read, over and carefully fill out the applications, gather any additional documentation and send them in early.
· PROOFREAD

· 5 Steps to Winning Scholarships - http://www.alis.gov.ab.ca/hs/fo/scholarships/5Steps.html
8. How long do scholarships last?

· Some are a one time offer.

· Some may be deferred for a year.

· Some are renewable – all four years

· Conditional – you need to maintain a high academic average or an uninterrupted course of full-time studies.
9. Who can help you find more scholarship information?

· There is lots of help out there – it just a matter of talking to the right people.  
· Guidance counselor, parents (unions, places of work), your own bosses (scholarships for employees), previous grad, colleges or schools you are applying to for admission.
· Vanier offers bi-weekly scholarship workshops throughout the year.  Please see your career counselor to find out when they are.
10. Start looking on the internet
· www.myfutureishere.ca
· www.studentawards.com
· www.scholarshipscanada.com
· www.canlearn.ca
· http://www.sasknetwork.ca/html/Learners/financialhelp/scholarships.htm
· Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada    http://www.aucc.ca/
· Prairie Valley School Division - http://surevey.pvsd.ca/careered/
· http://vanier.htcsd.ca/~clapoint/Guidance/aboriginalscholarshipsprograms.html
· www.student-loans.sk.ca
· http://www.ammsa.com/ammsabursary.html
· Aboriginal Youth Network - http://www.ayn.ca/Education-Scholarships.aspx
· School Sites (siast, u of r, u of s, etc)

· http://www.mclurg.lskysd.ca/exchangeprograms.htm
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